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Furman Partnershlp W1th Chrlst Church
Eplscopal School Prompts Questions

k _-BY SARAH HAM_ILTON AND 1_
- Bayan BETTS .
- Staff Writer and News detor

Furman Umversxty and
4" Christ Church Episcopal
_School (CCES) have formed
‘a partnership that will pro-
vide scholarships for Christ
“Church: graduating -seniors
. to attend Furman and a tu--
‘ition ‘discount for ‘Furman
~faculty - and ‘staff to-send
their . children "to - Christ "}
Church. . Several Furman_ "}
_-professors -and  students
- fear the partnership will de--
- crease: dlversny and further:
_the university’s: reputatlon
“as being elitist. :
- Furman - Presnient Rod—.
ney Smolla - said, - on “the
contrary, - the partnershlpr
is consxstent with . the uni
“versity’s ‘goal of increasing
diversity. by forming rela-
tionships with pubhc and_
private high schools. o
He said -Furman has the
final say . on -admissions
- clecisions. ‘and : that ‘asking
CCES’s: headmaster to se-
lect who receives the schol-
. arship is'a key component T
“of the partnershxp because '---ﬁg; S fo
Furman'’s.. new - admissi £ {

CCES Headmaster Leonard Kupersm;th and Furman resident Rodney Smolla after announcing
a partnership between their. respective schools The partnership has received critlcism from 50
members of the Furman communzty : S o _ .

i __Church for d15couragmg_*-

: nomic’ d_ivers;ty among
Furman students: -
“Announcing: a spec1al
-agreement ‘with: such “an-

__m Greemalle whlch pre—l

e =
school,” he said. “We'll
vides. instruction -for prim-

~put -the - center -of - gravity
for .those .decisions in the

_ ,as -1 tool for evaluatmg ap-

“That s one of the smgle -
most important pieces of -

mfonnatlon we :have -and

we're going to go-around to

schools around the-country

and 'say we. beliEve in that -

‘people. who know you the
vhest,”

Philosophy professor

Carmela Eprlgh_t criticized -

the partnership with Christ

‘exclusive secondary school

promotes- an ‘idea ‘that 'is

- already.. widespread in the
-Greenville ‘community: :that
Furman is forrich kids, that

we are an exclusive country

er - (kindergarten) through

-12th -grade, Fifteen Christ
- Church alummi’ currently at-
'-_tend Furman

See CCES page -a
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“According to the new
" agreement, seniors at CCES
‘must apply to Furman dur-
“ing - the normal- admission

_process to qualify for the. =

scholarship.  Additionally,

Christ Church’s ‘THeadmas- :

- ter Leonard : Kupersmith
must interview seniors 'and

endorse their . application

before Furman makes final
admissions. decisions, . -

- CCES . ‘seniors -who :are. -
-accepted with ‘their ‘head-

. master's: endorsement will

xeceive -a - $10,000 a year:

-renewable - scholarslnp to-.

~ward ‘Furman’s cost of :at- .
tendance—$50,184 for. the_ ‘

2011- 2012 school year.:
. “They
nouﬁcanon of their accep-

_ tance as early as Jan. 10, be- ..

“fore early action apphcan
‘receive notification Feb 1.
‘Students:

“will also - recewe.

ten. protocol for the __paft-_
'nerslnp :

- Several . faculty and stu—
;dents mdlcated they were

from - Christ. -
.Church’s 2012 graduanng
class will be the fu‘st ehglble-

- for the scholarslnp Furman

has committed to award
three to five scholarships

for the 2012-2013 school
year -and has left open the

possibility of awarding up

to. ten scholarships in fu- :
“ture years if the program is -
: successful

Kupersnnth sald Christ

- Church will offer Furman -
faculty and staff a tuition -
discount of $3000 per year

- to enroll their children. Tu- :
ition at:CCES for-the 2012- -

2013 school - ‘year. ranges
from © $12,700 “for . primer

_(klndergarten) to -$16,920 :
for grades mne through
;_twelve R

‘The. agreement 1s cur-

‘rently a verbal understand-

“ing ~between Furman ‘and
‘CCES. Smolla said Farman’s

admissions office.is in the

" aware “of

}counses fompaet D

-centratlon The concentra— .

“tion ‘will be housed in the

Business: and ‘Accounting -

department suite and. will

- focus on aspects of running’

a. non—proflt arts orgamza—
ton.
: Classes for the concenu:a-

tion ‘will. cover- accounting,
‘and :fundrais- -
ing, Additionally, the Music
department is planning to -
- hire two new professors to

: markenng,

teach musicology ‘and lyric
theater (opera and musical
theater),.

' positions - are. made pos-
sible by an-$800,000 grant

- Furman recently -received
from the Andrew W. Mellon

Foundation - to enrich  the
school’s fine arts programs,

Furman also received .a $2.
~ million grantfrom the Duke -
Endowment in. November

2011.
Both Hausmann and Bntt

noted  student. interest jn

thelr 1espect1ve concentla-_
tlonsn RIS g
“There - have been stu-

‘dents who ve come and said

~they're interested,” Haus-

mann :said, “Students who

“have studied film in high
'?ﬂcgcgl: who want to make_

“ Britt said, "[Art Admmls—

ﬁtratlon} is.a growing field

and : very.flexible,” noting

that several Furman alum-
~ni-are. pursuing graduate
_ jigtgches and careers in that
‘These three new faculty:' = '

optimism -about the future
of the Film Studles concen-
fration, -

“Who k:nows,"..' he sald
maybe 1t will. develop mto
a major C

“While - recogmzmg that

~the programs are ‘in_their | #
-introductory .phases. now,
organizers ‘hope: they will
_grow. Hausmann expressed
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the :2013-14 ‘school year,

What - these: posmons ‘are

will ‘depend on the size of

ha asdnmt s laktas Al

“"is defined by the strength
-0f the faculty,” he said. :

Beckford said that a pro-
spective faculty members
need to understand what
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womed Furmans partner—

ship with Christ Church
would hinder the universi-
ty’s work with pubhc edu-
cation. -

‘History - professor Savita
Na}r expressed concern that

‘Furman’s partnership with
+CCES might send the mes--
-.sage to Greenville’s public
schools that ‘the university .

favors private .education.

Greenville County s 14 pub-

. lic high schools ‘1o discuss

similar agreements.

Dlscusswn of the Christ

~Church partnership among
: Furman students has been -
- more muted than among

faculty, but several students

It seems frankly unfair

' to other students from pub-

lic schools and from other

| institutions in:the South,”

said junior Mattson Sm1th

-a.political -science . and reh~ ,
| gion double major.

-Brad Pochard, VICE-PI'ESk

dent. of Admissmns, Sﬂld_

“the - agreement
~made sunllar criticisms say- -
- ing the parinership reflects
- negatively on Furman. .

the partnershlp mth ChI‘IS

Church is one of many part
nerships Futman has wit!
area schools. :

- He cited as precedent Fur

;man s work with Bridges t
.- Brighter: Future, 'a pro
- gram that prowdes tutormg
-and mentoring for approxi
- mately 75 Greenville county
high school students -anc
-brings ‘them to Furmar
‘She 'said ‘'she  would - like *
to-see. Furman meet: with .

during ‘the summer for :;

-four-week residential camp

“:Several -students . from the
Bridges program have gons

--on to enroll at Furiman. -

- "It has to do with the pic- -

+-ture Furman wants to glve,"

-she said. -

Furman also has partner

-slnps with' ‘the  Greenville
“Technical Honors : Progran
and Highsight, a Chicago
based . program ‘that pro

vides -tutoring and. college
preparation programs fc

: hlgh school students,

“These ‘are partnerships

'and my - office supports

their applicants and looks
to assist them in any was
possible - to - further - their
education at Fm'man " Po»

-chard said.

Smolla said the partner
ship with Christ Church
builds.on the Furman Schol

“ars: - program *already - in
‘place at CCES and at othez
high schools which -have
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¢ scholarship. Furman
wmmitted to award

2 five scholarships
¥ 2012-2013 school
xd has left open the
vty of awarding up
: scholarships in fu-

ersmith said Christ
b will offer Furman
i and staff a tition
gxt of $3000 per year
i their children. Tu-
¢ CCES for the 2012-
school year ranges
512,700 for primer
rzarten) to $16,920
1ades nine through

agreement .is cur-
2 verbal understand-
dween Furman .and

inalizing a writ-
otgcol for the part

“al faculty and stu-
indicated they were

t_,;':z if the program is

., nore muted  than among-
- Faculty butseveral students”
aware of -the agreement

worried Furman's partmer-
ship- with - Christ “Church
would hinder the universi-

the partership with Christ

-Church is one of many part-
.nerships Futman has with

T ty's work with public ‘edu- -

- cation. :
- History professor Savita

- Nair expressed concern that-

Furman’s partmership with
'CCES might send the mes-
Ssage to Greenville's public
schools that the university.
_favors private -education.
- She: said- ‘she. would -like
to: see Furman meet with
- Greenville County’s 14 pub-

similar agreements,
-~ “It ‘has to do with the pic-
: ture Furman wants to give,”
- she said. =~ o

area schools, :
" He cited as precedent Fur-
man’s work with Bridges to

.a_Brighter Future, a pro-

" gram that provides tutoring

and mentoring for approxi-

- mately 75 Greenville county
-high school students and
“brings them -to- Furman
“during the summer for a

_ ~Several students from the.
. lic high schools to discuss
~.on to enroll at Furman.

four-week residential camp.
Bridges program have gone

- Furman also has partner-

_ships with® the Greenville

Discussion of . theﬁ Christ -

Church partnership among

! Furman students has been

made similar criticisms say-
ing the partnership reflecis
negatively on Furman, =

“It seems frankly unfair
to other students from pub-

trpective concentra-

¢ have been stu-
ro've come and said
interested,” Haus-
zd. “Students who

ted film in high
»ho want to make

saxd, “[Art Adminis-
~i5 a growing field
flexible,” noting
v¢ral Purman alum-
pursuing graduate
end careers in that

recognizing that
grams are in their
2io7y phases now,
2rs hope they will
Ausmani expressed
m about the future
g Studies concen-

knows,” he said,
it will develop into

institutions in - the. South,”
said_junior. Mattson ‘Smith,
a political science ‘and veli-
gion double major. - .
Brad Pochard, Vice-Presi-.
dent ‘of Admissions, .said

=d by the strength
:culty,” he said.
rd said that a pro-
faculty members
_ understand what
. arts education is
=4 have the ability
. fonnections with
- If they cannot do
—ngs, they will not

. preparation;
h‘igh’ ‘school studenis

Technical Honors Program
and Highsight, a Chicago-
‘based program that pro-
vides tutoring and. college
progr

“These are partnerships

and my . office 'supPorts '

their applicants and looks

1o assist them in any way
~possible to ‘further - their

lic schools and from other

The front of CCES's Upper School.T

‘education at Furman,” ‘Po-
chard said, .

- Smolla -said the partner-
ship “with :Christ - Church

" builds on the Furman Schol-

ars program already in
E]lace at CCES and at other
igh ._ schools which have

ST Jordan Rust, ]
he Upper Schoolenrolls 342 ..

sent graduates to Furman.
*.'For the program, the ad-
missions office sendsletters
to about 5000 high schools
asking guidance counselors
to nominate students for a
$5000 merit scholarship.
‘Students are © nominated
during their junior year and
receive the scholarship if
they apply and are accepted
toFarman, -0
“-Pochard said the Furman

- Scholars program 'would -
“continue at Christ: Church
_but_that :students who re- -
~ceive the $10,000 scholar-

“ship would not be. able to-
keep - the "$5000 scholar- -
ship. S A

-;SmoHa said Furman is
seeking fo use the parmer-

~ship - with. Christ "Church

& model - the -university

_ "It's going to take a lot
more 0f these,” he . said.
“The -Christ ‘Church initia-
tive will probably bring us
three, four, five students a
year and we need -seven or

-eight hundred a year.” - P
= An article about Furman's - - -

partnership with CCES pub-
lished in the Greenville
N;_:ws has fueled criticism
0
man faculty . and students

-after ‘incorrectly reporting

that ‘Fivman would “waive
the formal admission pro-
cess”.for Christ Church se- .
-nforg, ol I
[CAt a. departiment chairs

and .- program - - directors
‘meeting on Jan. 18, English
Department - Chair ' Lynne

- Shackelford - asked about

the partnership with Chuist
Church. Pochard corrected .

the Greenville News article
by - explaining “that CCES -

students must ‘still - apply

as part of Furman’s normal

admission process. T
Department chairs shared

the information with : the

rest of their -departments,

- but 'some faculty have lin-

gering concerns about the
lack of faculty involvement
in talks with CCES and how
the partnership reflects on
the . university's commit-
ment to diversity. :
- For many faculty and stu-

dents, there rémains a need

for dialogue on this issue,
1t's still very much onmy
mind,” said Nair. "We say
we need to make swe this
conversation - does not go

away.”

students In grades nine through twelve,

can-replicaté- at-other high
- schools.

the agreement by Fur- -



