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1) How many 

NBA titles did 

Magic Johnson 

win?

2)  Who was 

the	
�
   first	
�
   NBA	
�
   

player	
�
   to	
�
   make	
�
   

a	
�
   three-point	
�
   

shot?

3) Who was the 

first	
�
   NHL	
�
   player	
�
   

to	
�
   score	
�
   1,000	
�
   

points?

4)	
�
   The	
�
   soccer	
�
   

match between 

what two clubs 

is	
�
   known	
�
   as	
�
   “El	
�
   

Classico”?

1) Five
2) Chris Ford
3) Gordie Howe
)Real Madrid and  Barcelona

Trivia

NCAA, from Page 7 baseball, from Page 7

conference series against 
Western Carolina. After 
a big 9-2 win on Friday, 
Western Carolina pulled off 
late inning heroics in back-
to-back games to down 
the Paladins and take the 
series. 

The team maintains an 
18-13 record, but is only 6-
9 in SoCon games, which is 
only good enough for eighth 
place, the final spot eligible 
for postseason play. 

The team now begins 
a 9-game road trip with a 
visit to Winthrop this week 
before battling the Wofford 
Terriers in Spartanburg. 
The road trip will continue 
with a mid-week game at 
Clemson before another 
road conference series 
against the College of 
Charleston. 

Highlights of the 
weekend include Chris 
Ohmstede’s first inning 
grand slam to begin the 
series against WCU, his 
team-leading 8th homer of 
the year. Senior ace Nate 
Mitchell (4-1) got the win 
in that game, and sports 
an impressive 2.75 ERA 
with 58 strikeouts in only 
55 2/3 innings pitched. 
Alex Abrams (.346), Taylor 
Johnson (.333) and Hunter 
Burton (.301) have the 
highest averages on the 
team, while the team as 
a whole is hitting a very 
solid .286. The Paladins 
need to secure some wins 
on the road over the next 
two weeks to solidify their 
place in the conference 
standings. 

Browne.  
In the single plays, 

Samford led the board 
with two wins against Alex 
Christ and Joel Cook.  Jacob 
Behal showed the Bulldogs 
a game change as he beat 
Austin Akers, 6-4, 6-3.  

But Samford was not 
ready for Furman to take 
the lead and defeated 
Matt Browne, 2-6, 6-4, 6-
3. Furman’s Luke Synn 
finished his match with a 
win, 6-4, 4-6, 6-4, to put the 
‘Dins back in the game. 

The pressure came down 
to senior Andrew Mellow as 
he battled with Zac Dunkle.  
The match teetered back 
and forth.  Mellow lost the 
first round 4-6, but tied the 
match 6-4 during the next 
round.  

Stakes were high as they 
moved into the third round; 
Mellow pulled through with 
a 6-3, which ensured the 4-
3 win against Samford.  

With a close win under 
their belt, the Paladins will 
close out the season with a 
SoCon tournament in Elon, 
North Carolina, hoping to 
continue winning in the 
upcoming tournament on  
April 18-20. 
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It is officially the 
offseason for college 
basketball following 
Louisville’s incredible win 
against Michigan in the 
National Championship last 
week. 

However, there was 
another game that caught 
the attention of college 
basketball fans a few days 
before the Final Four, the 
McDonald’s High School 
All-American Game, where 
the best and most talented 
recruits from around the 
country compete and 
showcase their skills, giving 
us a glimpse into the future 
of college basketball.  

Unfortunately, if you 
weren’t Kentucky, you did 
not have any incoming 
freshman playing in the 
game.  

While the Furman 
basketball program did 
not land any of these 
highly talented high school 
seniors, they have added 
three quality players, as 
well as a transfer to next 
years roster, adding depth 

By Greg Kuras 
Staff	
 Writer

Men’s Basketball Adds New Recruits to 
the Team, Continues Search for Coach

and filling holes left by 
departing players.  Without 
further ado, here is a quick 
look at the players that will 
be a part of the future of 
Furman basketball.

The first addition to 
the men’s basketball team 
is Christian Hairston.   
Hairston is the Paladins 
headlining recruit for the 
Class of 2013.  

The 6’7” small forward, 
who hails from a recruiting 
hotbed in Greensboro, NC 
chose Furman over SoCon 
powerhouse Davidson 
and Richmond during the 
November signing period.  
Hairston boasts a unique 
skillset as a perimeter 
player of his size and can fill 
in and compete at multiple 
perimeter positions.  

He is a creative offensive 
playmaker and facilitator, 
and his style of play has 
the potential to mesh well 
with his future teammates 
at Furman.

Another addition to the 
team is Adonis Rwabigwi. 
Rwabigwi, a 6’8” center who 

is a native of Rwanda is also 
a key addition, especially 
to a roster depleted of big 
men.  

Despite only having 
played for two years, 
Rwabigwi has shown a great 
deal of upside and potential, 
leading Tampa Preparatory 
School to a state title as a 
junior while averaging 10.6 
points, 8 rebounds, and an 
impressive 2.6 blocks per 
contest.  

While a player of his 
caliber may take some time 
to mold and develop into a 
complete player, he will be 
an instant contributor on 
the boards and as a presence 
in the paint on defense.

Kris Acox may be the 
wild card of the incoming 
recruiting class.  The 6’6” 
small forward who played at 
Spring Valley High School in 
Colombia as a sophomore, 
may have flown under the 
radar of high school scouts, 
as he spent his remaining 
high school years in Iceland 
playing for KR Reykjavik, 
a club based in the capital 

city.  
A strong and athletic 

forward, Acox is a menace 
in the paint and on the glass 
and has an exceptional 
ability to finish strong near 
the basket.

Vinny Zollo is a transfer 
from Western Kentucky, 
who sat out the 2012-2013 
campaign due to NCAA 
rules, may have the most 
immediate impact of the 
newcomers.  

The 6’9” power forward 
has size and experience 
necessary to at least partially 
fill the shoes of departing 
senior Colin Reddick.

While these newcomers 
will share in contributing 
to the Paladins success in 
the future, perhaps the 
biggest and most important 
recruit for Furman’s future 
is still yet to be found, as 
the athletic department 
continues their search 
for a head coach to shape 
and mold this group of 
talented young players into 
a successful team.

By Bryan Betts
Editor-in-Chief

The Search for the Perfect Walkout Song
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take the lead after Montrezl 
Harrell dunked the ball, 
giving the Cardinals their 
first lead of the game.  By 
halftime, a very exciting 
game was underway.  

Louisville player Luke 
Hancock helped his team 
out by making all of his 3-
point shots.  In the second 
half, Hancock continued to 
lead his team, seeming like 
an unlikely star rising to 
the occasion.  It also earned 
him the recognition of Most 
Outstanding Player.  While 
Hancock may have had a 
huge effect on the outcome, 
the win for Louisville was 
truly a team effort.  

In the end, the Louisville 
Cardinals also brought the 
victory home for injured 
teammate Kevin Ware.  

The victory was even 
sweeter for coach Rick 
Pitino, who made history 
by becoming the first coach 
to win two national titles at 
two schools in his career.  

Sadly, the madness 
of 2013 is now over for 
another year and begs the 
question: can Louisville do 
it again?

renovation plans include 
turning the box tower into 
a four-story 44,000 square 
foot building.  

A new meeting space, 
new locker rooms, and new 
coaches’ offices are also 
in the plans.  For the fans, 
Furman is developing a 
fan-friendly building called 
Heritage Hall and will add 
a club level area to the 
stadium.  

This area will include 
concessions and special 
seating, a high-tech press 
box, and presidential 
suites.

Paladin Plaza is the 
welcome area of the Paladin 
Stadium and was dedicated 
in 2003. The Plaza is 12,000 
square feet with custom 
landscaping and brick 
walkways edged in granite.  

Its centerpiece is a 
seventeen foot bronze 
statue of a knight astride a 
rearing horse.  

The statue was designed 
by artist John Hair and was 
donated by Irwin Belk.  It 
is a symbol of Furman’s 
mascots Sir Paladin and 
Fury.  

For over a decade Dave 
Hanson, Sir Paladin, and 
his grey Quarter Horse, 
Fury, have led the Furman 
football team onto the field 
for home games.

There is an urban legend 
about the original mascot 
of Furman University.  

Many people believe that 
the school’s nickname used 
to be the Christian Knights, 
making for an unfortunate 
acronym

Indeed, prior to 1961 
the only Furman team 
known as the Paladins was 
the basketball team.  The 
nickname was coined by a 
Greenville sportswriter in 
1930.  

During this time the 
baseball team was called 
the Hornets while the 
football team was known as 
the Purple Hurricane.  

Despite varying names, 
none of the teams were 
ever called the Christian 
Knights.  

On Sept. 15, 1961 the 
student body voted to 
adopt the Paladins as the 
official nickname of all of 
the schools athletic teams 
that still continues to exist 
today.

Whenever Hunter Burton 
stepped to the plate 

for the Paladins last season, 
the 2010 single “Teach Me 
How to Dougie” would blast 
over the speaker system 
and his younger brother 
Peyton would dance. 

Shimmying and running 
his fingers over his hair, the 
showboating seven-year-
old would win cheers from 
the crow for his surpris-
ingly well-executed rendi-
tion of the popular dance. 
He would even perform on 
the dugout when the team 
played at the Greenville 
Drive Stadium downtown, 
establishing a strong claim 
to the song’s boast that “er-
rbody love me.” 

Yet for all the fun, the 
song and dance routine 
would prove distracting as 
Burton tried to focus for 
the coming at bat, showing 
just how hard it is to pick 
a good walkout song, the 
musical snippet that plays 
when a hitter comes up to 
bat or when a pitcher enters 
the game. 

There are a lot of fac-
tors to consider—from per-
sonal taste to crowd reac-
tion—and players on this 

year’s team have picked 
songs that run the gamut of 
musical genres, from rap to 
classic rock to country, any-
thing to get themselves “in 
the zone.”

Third baseman Chris 
Ohmstede went with the 
classic walkout number 
“Black Betty” by Ram Jam. 
Center fielder Will Muzika 
has stuck to pop music in 
recent years, walking out to 
Ke$ha and Carly Rae Jepsen 
and, this year, to T-Swift’s 
regret-tinged breakup con-
fession “I Knew You Were 
Trouble.” 

Other players have 
walked out to dubstep and 
club music. Classical music 
even made an appearance a 
couple years ago when a se-
nior pitcher chose to have 
“Ave Maria” play when he 
took the mound.

Catcher Zack Green-
well called it “at least a six 
month process” to choose a 
walkout, during which time 
players evaluate everything 
they hear, scour YouTube 
and their iTunes libraries, 
and even solicit suggestions 
on Twitter, all in search of 
just the right song. 

“A lot of study time 

wasted over the walkout 
song,” said pitcher Brant 
Masters. 

Greenwell selected 
his walkout song, the 80s 
hard rock hit “The Stroke” 
by Billy Squier, based on 
its appearance in the 2007 
Will Ferrell comedy Blades 
of Glory. Last year he went 
with the Beastie Boys’ “In-
tergalactic,” a song which 
teammates said would have 
the whole dugout bobbing 
their heads. 

Pitcher Jacques de 
Gruy has one of the most 
popular walkouts amongst 
teammates, drawing on his 
nickname “Googly Bear” for 
the walkout “Good Googly 
Moogly” by southern rap-
per Project Pat. 

Similarly, pitcher Jake 
Wolff puns on his last 
name with Duran Duran’s 
new wave single “Hungry 
Like the Wolf.” Meanwhile 
pitcher Emil Brignola plays 
off of his Asian-American 
background with the song 
“Kung Fu Fighting.”

During the fall, the 
team played scrimmages to 
prepare for the season, and 
this year, the upperclass-
men chose the freshman 

player’s walkout songs. 
Highlights included Aqua’s 
kitchcy one-hit wonder 
“Barbie Girl” for a freshman 
with long blond locks and 
“Ms. New Booty” by Bubba 
Sparxxx for a player with 
a particularly pronounced 
physical asset. 

Generally players keep 
the same walkout song for 
the entire season, making 
it all the more important to  
choose right the first time 
lest they get stuck listening 
to the same bad song over 
and over again. However, 
superstitious players will 
occasionally change their 
walkout song to try to get 
out of a slump. 

For Burton, after the dis-
tractions last year, he chose 
to go with an expression of 
faith, Aaron Shust’s Chris-
tian rock single “My Savior, 
My God.” Burton said he 
chose the song for several 
reasons, partly because he 
found it calming, but said 
that there was one factor at 
the front of his mind. 

“I chose this year not 
to pick a song that Peyton 
could dance to,” he said. 

Interested in writing for 
The Paladin next year? Email 
whitney.becker@furman.edu


